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Organum & Allelulia

for Tenor Recorder, Bass Viol, Harpsichord and String Quartet

Commissioned by Andrew Collis for The Stanesby Players

Duration: c. 8.5 minutes

Programme note

Although unrelated to each other, these two movements develop an interest
in older western European music - particularly the compositional techniques 
employed in the early church.

The first movement 'Organum', draws on structural forms and musical 
processes employed by fourteenth century musicians such as French composer-
poet Guillaume de Machaut. The music is consctructed around a fixed pattern of 
pitches arranged through a repeating rhythmic scheme.

The second section, 'Allelulia' is based on a Gregorian chant sung during Eastertide.
As a deliberate contrast of cultures, however, the melody is placed within a
10-beat pattern structed in a mirror form (3:2:2:3) that is found in early Arabic music.

The work is dedicated to Andrew Collis and the Stanesby Players.

(programme note by Charlie Barber 2015)

The first performance took place on 6 June 2015 at St Michael's Church,
Chester Square, London SW1W
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