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Instrumentation.
2 Flutes

2 Oboes
Clarinet

Bass Clarinet

2 Bassoons

2 Horns
2 Trumpets

Timpani

Percussion (3 players):
Marimba
Pair of Bongos
Triangle
Tambourine
Woodblock
Claves
Tam-tam
Orchestral Bass Drum
Drum Kit (Splash Cymbal, Hi-hat, Cowbell, Snare drum, Low Tom-tom, Bass Drum + pedal)

Strings
'Divisi' indicates conventional outside-inside division

Duration: c. 15 minutes

Programme note:

Moulin Rouge: Music for a Silent Film is a reworking of a score originally composed in 2004 for
the 1928 silent film directed by Ewald André Dupont and starring Russian actress Olga Tschechowa.

Although billed at the time as “Britain’s first Superfilm”, its visual language feels anything but British.
The elaborate sets, expressive shadows and nuanced black-and-white photography evoke the style and
atmosphere of contemporary German cinema. At its heart lies an archetypal love triangle set within
the world of performance and entertainment, a setting that invites both glamour and moral ambiguity.

The music reflects this dramatic scope with a diverse palette: from atmospheric, shadow-laden soundscapes
to vivid social dances. Boisterous rhythms, shifting colours, and a sense of cinematic sweep
shape the score throughout.

This orchestration includes the following sections:
Paris - City of Temptation

Chateau Rochambeau

Balloons and Saxophones - Foxtrot

Maisons du Pré Modes

En noir et blanc - Rumba
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Charlie Barber

for orchestra

Moulin Rouge: music for a silent film

1. Paris - City of Temptation
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Charlie Barber - Moulin Rouge: music for a silent film
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Charlie Barber - Moulin Rouge: music for a silent film
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Maestoso

2. Chateau Rochambeau
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